Addition of ammonium sulfate improves the specificity of the assay for the interferon-induced protein kinase.
When the assay for the interferon-induced protein kinase is performed in the presence of ammonium sulfate, the activity of other cellular kinases is selectively inhibited. Ammonium sulfate has little effect on the autophosphorylation of the interferon-induced kinase or the phosphorylation of a secondary acceptor, calf thymus histone. Conditions are described for the measurement of interferon-induced kinase activity by trichloroacetic acid precipitation.